Light microscopic morphology of viral hepatitis.
The histopathology of acute and chronic infections associated with viral hepatitis is reviewed and illustrated. Particular attention is directed to changes that help to differentiate chronic persistent from chronic active viral hepatitis. Features that help to identify the intravenous drug abuser who has hepatitis, whether acute or chronic, include the presence of particulate birefringent material (usually talc) in reticuloendothelial cells, as well as tissue eosinophilia. Ground-glass hepatocytes are characteristic of the HBAg carrier. They may be present in chronic persistent and chronic active hepatitis and in cirrhotic livers with or without hepatocellular carcinoma. Ground-glass cells which contain the surface component of the HBAg, can be stained specifically by a number of stains that include aldehyde fuchsin and orcein. The cirrhotic liver of the HBAg-seropositive patient may show liver-cell dysplasia, a premalignant change.